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Name Organisation/Representative Project Role
Lisa Duncan Melbourne Water SRG Member
Anna May DEECA Observer
Alex Murray DEECA Observer
Rachel Brown DEECA Observer
Nicholas Longden DEECA Observer

2. Agenda ltems

Item Topic

Welcome and Acknowledgement of country
Recap on drivers and objectives

Initial feedback on draft report

Next steps

A I o A

Meeting close

3. Meeting notes:

Acknowledgement & Agenda Overview

Rebecca Klein gave an acknowledgement of Country, and then the meeting agenda was presented.

Recap on drivers and objectives

Andrew Little gave a recap on the drivers, scope, and objectives of the project with particular focus on the
Action 4-13 of the Central and Gippsland Region Sustainable Water Strategy.

Several members of the SRG felt that the report should include broader context, highlighting the story of the
rivers, and the story behind the changes in flow, which is bigger than just the impact of farm dams. These
comments were noted by SRW and the project team and will be addressed in the final report.

Members of the SRG asked whether the report will be published on the SRW website or the DEECA website.
SRW advised that the report will be finalised by mid, with publication to follow at a later date (potentially
linked to any public responses by DECCA and SRW).

Initial feedback on draft report

Modelling

HARC provided a summary of the modelling work, including the scenarios and results for both the
Maribyrnong and Moorabool catchments. The question was asked if location names and catchment names
could be added to the maps in the report. HARC confirmed this could be easily added.

A question was asked regarding how the farm dam data and outputs would be published and made accessible
to the public. DEECA advised that further consideration will be given to how best to make the data available
including whether existing flatforms are suitable. It was also noted that the report diagrams will be important
visual aids to illustrate the outcomes of the project and that telling the story is important.

Some SRG members commented that the role that farm dams play in reducing stream flows should be clearly
highlighted and acknowledged. In particular some members requested to see a clearer statement regarding
the impacts of farm dams into the future if recent growth rates in farm dams continues. Other SRG members
were concerned that this would be perceived as a forecast.
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There was some discussion regarding modelling uncertainty, and it was acknowledged that assumptions need
to be underpinned by robust data and clearly explained.

Values and risk assessment recap

Alluvium presented on the project approach to identifying values and the risk assessment methodology. The
SRG commented that changes to public water supply arrangements and environmental entitlement may play a
future role in supporting some of the values and asked whether this was not incorporated in the risk
assessment. This discussion progressed to the approach of the risk assessment and modelling, and how
detailed scenarios like these were out of scope. The project focus was to understand how small catchment
dams were impacting water dependant values.

It was noted by some members of the SRG that there is a lack of mention of agriculture as an important value
to the catchment, currently it is presented largely as a risk. These comments were noted by SRW and the
project team and will be addressed in the final report.

A question was raised on whether the study could assess flow impacts and risks at a reach scale. HARC advised
that there are modelled outputs at a sub-catchment scale. It was also commented that the draft State
Waterway Management Strategy identifies river sections requiring the greatest attention, providing an
opportunity for reach assessment. SRW agreed to consider the opportunity.

One SRG member noted that the environmental flows studies used in the risk assessment process (for
environmental risks) are effective at identifying water requirements and supporting water delivery, they are
less effective at identifying environmental risks. The SRG member suggested that the report needs to be
strengthened, with clearer links made between flow outcomes, environmental stress, and ecosystem impacts.

Management opportunities

A recap was given on the management opportunities developed by the SRG, largely grouped into themes with
reference made to the draft report. It was noted by the SRG that a prioritisation process is needed to rank the
identified opportunities, as there are currently 61 listed. This will be considered in future stages however was
not in the scope of this work.

There was a concern that the potential opportunities for developing Water Supply Projection Areas are not
adequately reflected in the document. It is noted that one of the management opportunities (Opportunity 9)

does refer to Water Supply Projection Areas.

It was also highlighted that an important gap existed between planning bodies and local councils. Local
councils should be involved to clarify responsibilities and respond to the urgency of the process, with early
engagement needed to stay ahead of emerging issues.

One member of the SRG expressed disappointment that the farm dam compliance issues and outcomes (SRW
operational program) was not included in the report. SRW noted this and will consider a response to this
project report (once finalised) including ongoing compliance activity.

Next steps

Matt Hudson from SRW provided a summary of next steps. This included the following steps to complete the
report:

(i) Alluvium collating the comments provided by the SRG on the draft report at the meeting

(ii) SRW collating any written comments provided by the SRG, with an extended deadline of February
13 (following a request from SRG members)

(iii) The report will be updated and finalised by mid-March
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(iv) The meeting notes from SRG6 will be posted on SRW’s website along with the Final Report

After the reportis completed then DEECA and SRW, along with other agencies, will take some time to properly
review the report and consider next steps, including any potential public response. The response will consider
how to further evaluate the opportunities that relate specifically to the Moorabool and Maribyrnong, in
addition to opportunities that relate more broadly.

At the SRG meeting the SRG were keen to understand how they can continue to be involved. SRW and DEECA
recognise the valuable contribution from the SRG and the opportunity to continue this dialogue will be

considered as a part of the Agency and DEECA response.

Meeting closed at approximately 11:50am
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