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- ) N Southern Rural Water does not warrant or represent that the information in this publication is free from errors or omissions
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or is suitable for your intended use. The information within this publication is provided on the basis that all persons
accessing it undertake responsibility for assessing the relevance, accuracy and currency of its content and that they seek
independent advice before acting on any information in this publication where appropriate. It should not be relied upon as
statements or representations of fact.

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, Southern Rural Water accepts no responsibility for any
loss, damage, cost or expense (whether direct , indirect or consequential) incurred by you as a result of any error, omission
or misrepresentation in any information in this publication.

This project was funded in part by the Australian Government through the National Water Commission’s Raising National
Water Standards Program.

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
Australian Government, the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities or the National
Water Commission.

Australian Government

National Water Commission

While reasonable efforts have been made to ensure that the contents of this publication are factually correct, the
Commonwealth does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the contents, and shall not be liable
for any loss or damage that may be occasioned directly or indirectly through the use of, or reliance on, the contents of this
publication.
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Foreword

Groundwater is a valuable resource but its great potential is hidden. Itis complex, often described in unfamiliar technical language and hard to visualise. This atlas provides information in words and graphics
that readers can understand - to help them develop their knowledge of this vital water resource.

The atlas describes the groundwater resources in South West Victoria: how much there is, where it is, how deep and thick it is, what it could be used for and how it is used now. We have presented the
information as clearly as possible. It does not aim to be fully comprehensive, technically unchallengeable or academic. The maps are helpful for guidance on a regional scale but not suitable for making
commercial decisions at a property level.

In developing the atlas, we drew information from a range of sources: from the collective understanding of our staff, industry experts and groundwater users in the region, and from key technical reports,
maps and data. Importantly, the foundation for this work was the ability to describe the basic dimensions of aquifers. This was enabled through three-dimensional groundwater mapping developed by
Southern Rural Water for its region. Combined with time series information including groundwater levels, usage and licences, we have a powerful way to present our knowledge.

On behalf of the Board | thank all members of the project team for their exhaustive efforts. General Manager Graham Hawke initiated and provided leadership to the project. Penny Winbanks managed the
project and co-authored the atlas along with our team of hydrogeologists: Terry Flynn (technical leader and main author), Elissa McNamara and Liam Murphy. Eleanor Underwood led our consultation and,
along with John Tilleard, contributed greatly to the design and shaping of the final product. We also appreciate the expertise of Spatial Vision who produced this publication.

The atlas project received significant financial support from the Australian Government through the National Water Commission’s “Raising National Water Standards Program™_ 1 hope that our work will
contribute to conversations that influence the way groundwater information is described and communicated on a national scale.
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